
March 26, 2020 
St. Margaret of Clitherow 
 
Dear Parents & Guardians, 
 
As many of you are aware, Governor Hogan announced an extension of Maryland’s statewide closure 
for K-12 schools through April 24th.  While this continues to be a challenging time, our faculty has 
been working diligently to prepare our students and their classes for this anticipated reality.  We feel 
confident that our students are ready to continue with their daily instruction as we make adjustments 
to our plans.  We’ve heard your feedback, and I thank you for your patience as we work to 
streamline our processes. Moving forward, these plans include the following: 
 

 The school still plans to close for its regularly scheduled Easter Recess from 12:15 p.m. on 
April 8th until April 19th.  Online teaching will resume on April 20th. 

 

 Parents and students will be provided with grade-level weekly pacing schedules in a Monday 
morning email from teachers.   
 

 Teachers in Grades 4-8 will begin to collect assignments on Monday (3/30) for 4th quarter 
credit.  While many assignments will continue to be graded for completion, teachers will 
directly communicate through Plus Portals when an assignment is being graded differently for 
assessment purposes.  
 

 Grades 4-8 will continue to post assignments on Plus Portals and they will use Google 
Classroom as a platform to complete and submit assignments.   

 

  JK-3rd Grade homeroom teachers will directly communicate to parents the grading protocol 
and assignment turn-in procedures.  Since report cards are standards-based, teachers will 
collect certain assignments to assess specific standards during the campus closure. 

 

 JK-3rd Grade teachers will continue to post assignments on Plus Portals.  Parents can also use 
Plus Portals to upload completed assignments.   More information on how to complete this task 
can be found on our Distance Learning Resource website page that we are currently building: 
www.stelizabethschoolmd.org/distance-learning-resources 
 

Zoom Conferencing: Many of our students have received invitations from their teachers to try a 
Zoom meeting. Educators across our nation have embraced this web conferencing tool as a way to 
connect with students.  I know that it can sometimes be a challenge for students to log into these 
sessions, so please understand that these meetings continue to be optional. We do ask that you 
remind your children that these sessions are an extension of our classrooms, and we know that our 
students will join them with respect and positive attitudes! 
 
I close by offering my continued prayers for our community, our nation, and our world.  Please keep 
sharing your thoughts, photos, and prayers.  We look forward to the day that we can come back 
together at our school.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mary Penny 

http://www.stelizabethschoolmd.org/distance-learning-resources

